„A trip to California“ – Tutorial

A Step-by-Step Guide to getting started with Hot Potatoes:

1.
An outline of the steps to go:
1. Sketch how the teaching tool works (start).
2. Writing HTML pages (menu).
3. Creating exercises using Hotpotatoes.

4. Putting together the menu and the Hotpotatoes pages. Adjusting the links.
2.
Used tools: 
· Hot Potatoes: a teaching tool for creating e-Learning webpages.
· Dreamweaver: webpage editor.
· PhotoImpact: graphics software.
· Notepad++: text editor
· Material in the www: wikipedia.de, flickr.com, enchantedlearning.com, davidpye.com, google.de
3.
Step by step: manual:
Hotpotatoes offers a range of five different types of exercises:
JCloze

= create a gap-fill exercise

JQuiz

= create a multiple-choice exercise or a short-answer exercise
JCross

= create an interactive crossword
Jmix

= create a jumbled-sentence exercise
Jmatch
= create a match-up exercise
Masher
= a tool for automatically compiling batches of Hot Potatoes exercises into units (this tool is not free).
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Example: Jquiz:
You can choose between multiple-choice exercices (one correct answer only), multi select exercises (several answers might be correct or incorrect) and short-answer exercices (students themselves have to type in the correct answer).

By having such a variety of exercises, an educational progression for your students is guaranteed.

The following graphic shows a multi-select exercise.

The teacher should be aware of ticking every possible correct answer. All four answers are correct in our example.

Feedback:
Hot Potatoes automatically chooses the first incorrect answer at the lowest level. Therefore, the teacher should wisely give feedback.
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Titel Jt never rains in Southern California - why do we grow tomatoes there?
F |5 il Over 250 crops are grown in California. For example ﬁ‘ [Metifachauswahl =]
=
a 5 - -
= Lésungen Riickmeldung Einstellungen
attichokes =] | [Thereis a great variety of all kinds of <] [ Muss angeKiicktwerden
crops and vegetables that are grown
A in the Central Valley
| I |
watermelons =] | [Thereis a great variety of all kinds of <] [ Muss angeKiicktwerden
crops and vegetables that are grown
B in the Central Valley
| I |
grapes = There is a great variety of all kinds of ~] [ Muss angeklickt werden
crops and vegetables that are grown
c in the Central Valley
| I |
tomatoes =] | [Thereis a great variety of all kinds of <] [ Muss angeKiicktwerden
crops and vegetables that are grown
D in the Central Valley
| |





JQuiz:
 step by step:
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Titel JAmerican English or British English?
F |1 il In fact English is my favourite subject at school, [Mutiple-Choice =]
= ]
= Lésungen Riickmeldung Einstellungen
‘American English =] | [ram afraid, you are wrong =] I Richtig
A
| |
Eritish English = Conect, my dearl =] ™ Richtig
B
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c
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a)

1. Firstly, type in the title of your exercise. 


(TITEL)
2. Next, save your JQuiz file using the red disk.
3. In case you want a picture: insert a picture into the question field by using HTML codes.







    (F)
4. Next, insert the correct answer and any other possibilities. (Lösungen)
Give feedback to the student, why the answer is correct/incorrect.

     (Rückmeldung)
5. Tick the correct answer.




     (Einstellungen)
6. Once you are complete, save the exercise. 
Further information on how to develop good questions and how to give motivating feedback:
· FH Oldenburg/Ostfriesland/Wilhelmshaven

Research project „Feedback“: „Giving computer-based feedback in the process of learning“, July 2005

http://www.fh-oow.de/fbwi/index.php?id=328 

(German)
· Bernhard Jacobs, Medienzentrum der Philosophischen Fakultät der Universität Saarbrücken
How to produce simple but effective multiple-choice exercises (Gronlund)
http://www.phil.uni-sb.de/mz/verweise/psych/aufgaben/mcguideline.html









(German)
· How do I write good multiple-choice questions?
http://hotpot.uvic.ca/howto/mcquestion.htm
· How do I write good multiple-select questions?
http://hotpot.uvic.ca/howto/msquestion.htm
· Tips to write good short-answer-exercises 
http://www.phil.uni-sb.de/mz/verweise/psych/aufgaben/shortguide.htm









  (German)
· Bernhard Jacobs, Medienzentrum der Philosophischen Fakultät der Universität Saarbrücken

Research project „Setting exercises and giving feedback“

http://www.phil.uni-sb.de/~jakobs/wwwartikel/feedback/projekt.htm
  (German)
In case you want to use bold type for some words in your exercise, you can use simple HTML-tags (<b></b>…). You shouldn’t underline words in your exercise because this looks similar to links.
b)

Using Hot Potatoes makes it easy to integrate several multimedia files into your exercises:
!!!Copyright!!!
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· How to insert pictures/graphics:

Since you have already saved your exercise in the correct folder, Hot Potatoes  should automatically look in the same folder for any pictures. You should therefore see the picture files you saved into the folder earlier. (Grafik aus Datei) 
You can even choose a picture from the www.
          (Grafik aus www)

Select the file you wish to have as your first picture. You will then be able to preview the picture and change its size if you wish to.
The HTML source code of the picture will automatically be inserted.
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· How to insert audio signals:

The following steps were helpful:

Adding MP3 signals:
Player name: hbs_mp3_player.swf

Flash MP3 player (Button for Start/Stop)
Source code:

<object data="hbs_mp3_player.swf" width="24" height="17"

style="vertical-align: bottom;"

type="application/x-shockwave-flash">

<param name="type" value="application/x-shockwave-flash" />
<param name="src" value="hbs_mp3_player.swf" />
<param name="data" value="hbs_mp3_player.swf" />
<param name="codebase" value="hbs_mp3_player.swf" />
<param name="FlashVars" value="TheSound=AudioDatei.mp3" />
<param name="allowScriptAccess" value="sameDomain" />
<param name="movie" value="hbs_mp3_player.swf" />
<param name="loop" value="false" />
<param name="quality" value="high" />
<param name="wmode" value="transparent" />

<a href="AudioDatei.mp3">AudioDatei.mp3</a>

</object>
Detailed information on audio and Hot Potatoes:
 http://hotpot.uvic.ca/howto/audio.htm
You need to adapt the file name to the file you are using (here: „AudioDatei.mp3“).
· How to insert AV signals:
Using video signals is possible (Flowplayer) but you need to know detailed information given in the following tutorial:

http://hotpot.uvic.ca/tutorials6.htm
Generally spoken, you must insert the following source code into HotPotatoes where the Flowplayer should show up.
Source code:
<object type="application/x-shockwave-flash" data="FlowPlayerClassic.swf" width="320" height="240" id="FlowPlayer">

<param name="allowScriptAccess" value="sameDomain" />

<param name="movie" value="FlowPlayerClassic.swf" />

<param name="quality" value="high" />

<param name="scale" value="noScale" />

<param name="wmode" value="transparent" />

<param name="flashvars" value="config={ autoPlay:false, autoRewind:true, initialScale: 'fit', videoFile: 'example.flv'}" />

</object>
Again you need to adapt the file name to the file you are using. The file must be found in the folder of the Hot Potatoe file in order to insert it.

c)

After having finished our audio/AV modified exercises, we used a text editor to connect the different pages with each other. Additionally, we used the editor to adjust the file names to other files we used.
You must pay for the more comfortable masher-function in Hot Potatoes which works as a text editor.
4.
There is much more to do with “Hot Potatoes”:

You can work together with your students on pronunciation exercises (e.g. American English – British English). All you need is a speech pattern recognition tool (flash player).
You even might use listening comprehension exercises. By doing so, students first can watch a short movie (Flowplayer) and then they can work on a gap-fill exercise (JCloze) or on a short-answer exercise (JQuiz).
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